Cisburp  Rural  Sanitarp  flutboritp. 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


Acreage — 
41913- 


Population  (1891  Census) — 
8596. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Sanitary  Board. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  first  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  your  District,  I  must  express  regret  that  it  should  be  incomplete  in  many 
respects.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  taking  up  the  work  late 
in  the  year  to  which  the  Report  refers,  and  partly  to  my  inability  to  fully  acquaint 
myself  with  all  the  Sanitary  conditions  and  requirements  of  your  District  in  the 
comparatively  short  period  since  my  appointment. 

The  year  under  review  gives  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  Birth  and  Death 
rates  of  the  District  with  the  averages  for  the  last  decennial  period  1890—1899. 

Poj.  the  purposes  of  estimating  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  the  population  has 
opu  a  ion.  ^een  assumed  to  be  a  stationary  one,  and  calculations  are  based  upon  the  1891 
census,  viz. — 8596.  It  is  probable  that  at  the  coming  census  this  number  will  proYe 
an  overestimation. 


During  the  year  177  Births  have  been  registered,  giving  a  rate  of  20-5  per  1000 
Birth  Rate,  population.  This  is  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  which  was  24  1 
per  1000,  the  average  yearly  number  of  Births  during  this  period  being  211. 

The  Birth  rate  of  the  combined  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  during  1899  was 

24*7  per  1000. 

Death  Rate.  The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  12/  giving  a  rate  of  14  7 
per  1000  population.  This  is  fractionally  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  average  yearly  number  of  Deaths  for  the  period  mentioned  was  125, 
giving  a  rate  of  14*4  per  1000,  whilst  the  Death  rate  of  the  combined  Ruial  Distnctb 
of  the  County  for  1899  was  15’97. 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death  rate  of  the  Distuct  compaies 
favourably  with  that  in  Rural  Districts  generally. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


Phthisis. 


Zymotic 

Disease. 


Of  the  177  Children  registered  in  1900,  fourteen  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
12  months.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  79  per  1000  births.  For  the  period  1890-1899 
the  Infantile  Death  rate  averaged  88.3  per  1000  per  annum  for  the  District,  whilst 
for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  during  1899  the  rate  was  94.87  per 
1000,  and  that  for  the  Rural  Districts  of  England  and  Wales  was  124  per  1000,  so 
that  the  Infantile  Death  rate  for  your  District  must  be  regarded  as  an  extremely  low 
one.  Of  the  14  Infants  who  died  6  were  certified  as  “Premature  Birth. 


There  were  ten  deaths  registered  from  Phthisis  being  two  more  than  in  1899, 

,nd  giving  a  Phthisis  mortality  of  1-1  per  1000.  .  Q 

This  is  higher  than  that  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  in  Is.  .), 

In  the  decade  from  1890-1899  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  m  the 
district  was  62,  an  average  of  just  over  6  per  annum,  and  it  is  scarcely  satisfactory 
hat  in  the  year  under  review  nearly  twice  that  number  should  have  died  fiom  a  ha 
nust  now  be  regarded  as  a  preventive  and  infectious  disease.  A  knowledge  on  the 
>art  of  the  public  generally  as  to  the  nature  of  Phthisis  and  the  precautions  to  be 
aken  to  avoid,  and  prevent  the  spread  of,  infection,  should  go  far  towards  reducing 

he  mortality  from  this  cause. 

Seven  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  have  occurred  in  the  District,  2  <4 
Erysipelas,  4  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  of  Puerperal  Fever.  Of  these,  one,  a  severe 
:ase  of  Erysipelas,  died.  Five  deaths  from  Measles  were  registered. 


Measles. 


In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  an  extensive  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  in  the 
District.  The  localities  chiefly  affected  being  East  Tisbury,  West  Tisbury,  Wardour, 
Fontbill  Bishop,  Fonthill  Gifford,  Hindcn,  Chilmarli,  and  Swallowed  ffe. 

The  disease  was  very  prevalent  frcm  January  until  April,  when  it  subsided. 

It  was  considered  necessary  to  close  the  schools  in  the  villages  mentioned. 

Influenza.  During  January  and  February  Epidemic  Influenza  appeared,  and  five  deaths  are 

ascribed  to  this  cause. 

Scarlet  Four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Hindon,  two  being  notified  in  September 

Fever.  and  the  others  in  October  and  November.  I  was  unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  the 

outbreak.  The  milk  supply  was  investigated,  and  in  each  case  was  from  a  different  source, 
and  appeared  unimpeachable,  nor,  as  far  as  could  he  ascertained,  had  there  been 
any  previous  prevalence  of  sore  throat  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  connection  with  this 
I  have  to  acknowledge  the  help  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Mere, 
who  kindly  made  inquiry  as  to  a  case  of  doubtful  illness  in  a  child  out  of  my  District 
who  had  been  attending  the  Hindon  School.  This  could  be  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  outbreak.  Of  the  four  cases,  three  occurred  in  the  same  house.  Fortunately 
the  precautions  taken  w'ere  successful  in  preventing  any  further  spread  of  the  disease. 
Disinfectants  were  supplied  and  their  use  explained.  At  the  end  of  the  infectious 
periods  the  houses  were  disinfected  and  the  bedding  burned.  This  latter  step  was 
considered  advisable  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  thorough  disinfection  of  bulky 
articles,  such  as  mattresses,  by  means  of  a  small  portable  disinfecting  apparatus. 

It  wTas  not  thought  necessary  to  close  the  schools. 

This  disease  prevailed  somewhat  extensively  in  East  Tisbury,  West  Tisbury, 
and  Wardour  during  November  and  December,  and  although  it  did  not  appear  neces¬ 
sary  to  close  the  schools  in  the  affected  Districts,  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  children 
residing  in  infected  houses  frcm  attending  during  the  time  that  infection  existed. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Isolation 

Hospital. 


The  question  of  providing  means  for  the  isolation  of  Infectious  Disease  is  still 
under  consideration,  but  appears  to  be  nearing  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  Two 
cottages  which  can  be  adapted  for  probable  requirements,  have  been  suggested  and 
appear  suitable  if  an  adequate  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained.  Difficulty  of  access 
seems  to  be  the  chief  objection,  the  roadway  leading  to  them  being  very  rough. 


House  Ac-  Speaking  generally,  the  house  accomodation  of  the  District  is  good,  but  the 

comodation  readiness  with  which  any  new  cottages  built,  are  occupied,  suggests  that  in  seme 
instances  improvement  in  existing  houses  is  called  for. 

Six  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  two  have  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation. 

Supervision  over  the  erection  of  new  houses  is  exercised,  and  in  one  instance  the 
owner  of  two  new  cottages  at  Donhead  was  prosecuted  for  failing  to  provide  a  proper 
supply  of  water  to  his  new  premises. 

Overcrowd-  _  _  ,  ... 

jno-  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  occurred. 


Sewerage  & 
Drainage. 


The  system  of  sewerage  at  Tisbury  appears  to  be  satisfactciy,  but  it  is  probable 
that  as  fresh  connections  with  the  main  sewer  are  made,  and  consequently  the  volume 
of  sewage  increases,  the  present  method  of  filtration  will  have  to  be  modified  and 
adapted  to  further  treatment  by  precipitation,  before  the  effluent  is  allowed  to  pass 
into  the  river. 

Need  for  improvement  on  present  arrangements  exists  at  Charlton,  where  the 
slops  from  a  group  of  about  20  cottages  are  thrown  into  the  roadway,  constituting  a 
nuisance.  The  provision  of  a  drain  with  properly  trapped  connections  for  each 
cottage  would  remedy  this  long-standing  defect. 


Excrement  hn  most  parts  of  the  District  the  chief  receptacles  of  excretal  matter  are  the  old 
Disposal.  fashioned  and  most  undesirable  midden  pits.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  of 
these  out-of-date  and  unwholesome  structures  are  still  in  existence,  when  their  con¬ 
version  to  the  more  modern  and  cleanly  form  of  earth  or  ash  closet  could  be  so  easily 
effected,  and  at  so  little  cost.  These  privy  pits  are  cleaned  out  at  too  infrequent  and 
irregular  intervals,  so  that  their  festering  contents  become  a  source  of  danger  to 
those  using  them. 

Disposal  of  This  is  effected  by  occupiers  of  premises  and  not  by  any  system  of  public 
house  refuse  scavenging.  The  methods  employed  do  not  generally  call  for  adverse  comment. 


Water 

Supply. 


Inspection 

Work. 


New  Regu 
lotions. 


Conclusion. 


With  regard  to  the  proposed  water  supply  for  the  District,  some  progress  has 
been  made,  and  the  Engineer  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  the  preliminary  plans  for 
the  supply  by  gravitation,  and  negotiations  are  being  carried  on  with  the  owners  of 
property,  for  the  right  of  taking  pipes  through  their  land. 

During  the  year  three  cottages  at  Donhead  St.  Mary  have  been  adequately 
supplied  with  water  from  a  neighbouring  spring. 

At  Ansty  the  water  supply  in  some  instances  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  One 
group  of  cottages  and  a  small  farm  obtain  their  water  from  a  spring  some  distance 
away.  The  supply  is  abundant,  but  the  water  is  very  liable  to  contamination  from 
cattle  grazing  in  the  field  in  which  the  spring  opens.  It  is  estimated  to  be  capable 
of  supplying  10,000  gallons  of  water  per  diem.  The  contamination  of  this  spring 
could  be  obviated  by  railing  it  off,  and  a  convenient  supply  obtaiued  for  the  adjoining 
farm  and  cottages  by  means  of  pipes. 

Action  has  been  taken  during  the  year,  as  previously  mentioned,  against  the  owner 
of  two  cottages  at  Donhead,  under  Section  6,  Public  Health  (Water)  Acts,  1878,  and 
a  conviction  obtained. 

On  the  Fonthill  Abbey  Estate  the  water  supply  has  been  re-organized.  The 
pipes  have  been  taken  up,  cleansed,  and  re-laid,  and  new  filtering  beds  provided, 
Polarite  being  used  as  the  filtering  agent. 

The  Slaughterhouses,  Bakehouses,  Factories,  &c.,  under  your  supervision  have 
been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  various  requirements  in  connection  with  them 
have  been  observed. 

In  consequence  of  the  recent  wide-spread  epidemic  of  Arsenical  Poisoning  in  the 
country,  :wo  samples  of  beer  brewed  in  the  neighbourhood  were  examined  by  the 
County  Analyist,  and  found  to  be  pure  and  free  from  arsenic. 

The  general  Sanitary  work  of  the  District  has  been  attended  to,  142  nuisances 
having  been  discovered  and  remedied  with  very  few  exceptions. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Begulations  were  adopted  during  the  year,  and  came  into  force  on  May  1st. 
As  a  result,  135  Cowsheds,  &c.,  have  been  registered.  The  ultimate  effect  of  these 
regulations  must  be  to  react  very  beneficially  on  the  general  health,  as  well  as  on 
the  particular  industry.  It  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  our  milk  should  be 
produced  under  as  sanitary  surroundings  as  possible,  and  the  enforcement  of  these 
regulations  will  do  much  towards  attaining  this  end.  It  will  be  noticed  from  the 
appended  table  of  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  that  114  contraventions 
of  the  regulations  have  been  dealt  with.  This  appears  an  excessive  number  com¬ 
pared  with  the  registrations,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  all  necessary  improve¬ 
ments  can  be  made  at  once. 

Under  the  Order  one  prosecution  was  instituted  and  a  conviction  obtained,  an 
order  being  made  that  the  cowshed  in  question  was  to  be  put  into  a  condition 
more  compatible  with  cleanliness. 

Appended  are  tables  of  Mortality,  Births,  and  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 
with  a  summary  of  work  done  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Jesty. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

CECIL  A.  ENSOR,  M.O.H. 
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